
Year 8- British Empire 

Title: Was the British Empire good or bad?  

There are lots of people who say that the British Empire is one of the proudest parts of British 

history, however this is also fought against as many historians say that the British took advantage of 

other countries. In this week’s lesson you will decide what you think of the British Empire. 

TASKS: 

1. There is a very good 2 part BBC Teach documentary that covers whether or not the Empire 

was a force for good? (Around 15 mins)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HnXenihxSeg 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qpHlkfPSo8o 

2. Use the information below to pick 2 strong pieces of evidence. One should show how the 

empire was harmful and one should show how the empire was beneficial. Copy the 

information down and say why this evidence is important. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HnXenihxSeg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qpHlkfPSo8o


3.  Write a PEEL paragraph to summarise your own opinion using the evidence you have 

gathered to answer the following question: ‘Was the British Empire more beneficial or 

harmful?’ 

Extra Challenge: 

There is a game (attached separately) which may be interesting to play with your family about how 

trade routes began across the 18th century and build the British Empire. 

 


